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Every year the end of the liturgical year 
surprises me. ‘The Long Green Season,’ 
as we call it, lulls one into a kind of ha-
bituated expectation of Jesus’ focused 
teachings.  However, as we know from 
our gardens and farms and planters: it 
takes time to grow things.  It takes time 
to grow into our calling as Jesus’ follow-
ers in and outside of our church ‘planter,’ 
as well.  Green is used for its symbolism 
of our growth in Christ.  This long sea-
son of growth and learning explodes into dazzling 
white at the end of the month, when we celebrate 
the feast of Christ the King. The final day of the 
church year uses white, a festive color of light, joy, 
and the celebration of our Lord.

The title of Christ the King is often maligned and 
misunderstood.  I found a helpful summary on Wiki-
pedia that explains this important festival day:

“Christ’s kingship was addressed in the encyclical 
Quas Primas of Pope Pius XI, published in 1925, 
which has been called “possibly one of the most 

misunderstood and ignored encycli-
cals of all time.” The Pontiff’s encyclical 
quotes with approval Cyril of Alexan-
dria, noting that Jesus’ kingship is not 
obtained by violence: “’Christ,’ he says, 
‘has dominion over all creatures, a 
dominion not seized by violence nor 
usurped, but His by essence and by na-
ture.’” Pope Pius XI instituted the feast 
of Christ the King in 1925 to remind 
Christians that their allegiance was to 

their spiritual ruler in heaven as opposed to earthly 
supremacy, which was claimed by Benito Mussolini.

Pope Benedict XVI has remarked that Christ’s king-
ship is not based on “human power” but on loving 
and serving others.  The perfect exemplar of that 
acceptance, he pointed out, is the Virgin Mary. Her 
humble and unconditional acceptance of God’s 
will in her life, the Pope noted, was the reason that 
“God exalted her over all other creatures, and Christ 
crowned her Queen of heaven and earth.”

The Long Green Season

Continued on next page

As you know by now, GIVING with GRACE is our 
2013 stewardship theme. Over the past weeks we 
have heard how Giving with Grace reflects our be-
ing an Affirming, Courageous, Caring congregation. 
We have listened to testimonials of how important 
our giving is to our partners in ministry such as the 
ELCA, Family Promise and YOU; and we have heard 
how critical our giving is to caring for our faith 
home – the church building - and to providing the 
spiritual and administrative leadership that we have 
in Pastor Daniel, Mark Bowman, Chloe Marti-
nez and Steve Brunger.

The testimonials that began September 9 will 
conclude November 11 with Bishop Wayne 
Miller presiding and preaching. That day we 

will have a celebratory luncheon and blessing of 
Fellowship Hall – a wonderful example of your sup-
port.  We hope everyone can join us.

The Council asks that you join us in prayer and con-
sideration for sustaining our ministry in 2013.  We 
have selected November 18th as Pledge Sunday 
when we will ask you to make a prayerful com-
mitment upon which we can craft a 2013 budget.  
Please do so generously and with Grace as one of 
your priorities. Also, plan to attend a congregational 

budget meeting on December 9th at which 
time the 2013 budget will be presented for 
approval. Please share any questions or com-
ments with any member of the Council as we 
move into this important decision.

GIVING with GRACEOUR MISSION:
To courageously  

live out our faith by  
sharing grace with 
each other and the 

communities we 
serve.

OUR VISION:
All God’s people  

will feel accepted, 
challenged, and  

cared for by  
Grace Church.

Affirming

Courageous

Caring
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Long Green Season, Continued 

One of the confounding joys of being a Christian is learning how 
what sounds outdated and even offensive to our modern ears of-
ten has a liberating and essentially prophetic meaning.  So, too, 
with Christ the King Sunday, a festival day rightly understood as a 
subversive reclamation of the word ‘King.’  Rather than change the 
word, rather than ignore the word, rather than delete the word, 
we reclaim it as our own. This kind of word reclamation has been a 
strategy of the oppressed and marginalized for centuries.

What a marvelous and world-challenging thing to have been 
growing and cultivating all these long months: a King Who Is Not-
a-King.  An impoverished, vulnerable, child-King.  A wandering, 
healing, questioning King of compassion, prophetic anger and 
loving sacrifice.  All Hail to this King, I say.  All Hail.

The first Worship Committee conversation will have happened 
by the time this Harbinger goes to press. We met with our new 

On Saturday, September 29th Grace was awarded one of 
147 clergy renewal grants from Lilly Endowment, Inc. based 
in Indianapolis, IN.

This grant enables congregations to support their pastors 
for an extended time of renewal and reflection, allowing 
them time to step back from their busy lives and gain fresh 
perspective and renewed energy for ministry.  Congrega-
tions from all over the country nominated their pastors for these 
grants, making compelling cases for their pastor to be honored 
for his or her work and proposing a carefully considered season of 
travel, study, rest and prayer. 

Pastor Daniel was blessed to have a team of dedicated and ex-
pert Grace members who coached, assessed and approved the 
congregation’s application.  Tim Schannep, Nancy Mathyer, Les 
Inch, Anne Laurence, Sue Graef and the last two Grace Coun-
cils provided great insight and encouragement for many, many 
months of discernment and planning. Our Sabbatical Transition 
Team, drawing from all facets of Grace’s ministry, will be chaired 
by Nancy Mathyer.  It will use our recently approved Strategic Plan 
and Sabbatical application goals to encourage leadership devel-
opment, congregational ministry awareness and ownership—as 
well as ensure an orderly plan for PD’s time away, utilizing our 
many members with their various gifts.

The Sabbatical begins with a sending celebration on Sun-
day, May 12th, 2013 and ends on Sunday, September 2nd, 
2013.  Grace was awarded close to $15,000.00 to cover pas-
toral supply costs, send-off and welcome-home celebra-
tions, and a congregational retreat in April of 2013 to aid 
in preparation.  Pastor Daniel wrote his grant around music 
education and evangelism, taking time to visit music festi-

vals in Barcelona, Spain, working in a return trip to Taize in central 
France, and then play some open mics at cafes in Paris with a close 
musician friend from Minneapolis, MN.  He will travel with Clare 
and the kids to the Czech Republic, returning to Chicago for guitar 
lessons at the Old Town School of Folk Music.  The sabbatical time 
closes with production of a new album of original and traditional 
Christian music (arranged into assorted loud and fast rock and roll 
flavors) meant to re-start a passion for playing music in public, 
engaging all people on the topics of faith and meaning.  Pastor 
Daniel also wrote about how an extended time with Clare, Zora 
and Isaac will be of immense importance, providing them with 16 
weeks of unbroken family refreshment and renewal. 

Look for more info in the Harbinger, bulletin and GraceNotes for 
upcoming Sabbatical planning events!

Music Director, Mark Bowman to discern the best format for such 
a group as we move forward with planning and dreams for our 
worship life together. It was a joy to welcome Mark at the home 
of Les and Rachel Stark-Inch on Saturday, October 13th, and ac-
knowledge the already exciting things Mark is doing in our midst.  
Thanks again to Rachel and Les for a truly lovely time together.

Advent will soon be upon us. With Mark and Anne Laurence’s in-
spirations and creativity we’ve settled on the theme, “What Are 
We Waiting For?”  Because Christmas arrives earlier in the last 
week of the season, there will only be three Wednesday mid-week 
services. We plan to maximize these three evenings with a simple 
meal, some short devotional study for children and adults, and a 
20-minute service to finish the evening.  More info to come in the 
December issue of the Harbinger.  Here’s the important informa-
tion for your planning, and we hope see you there!

Grace and Pastor Daniel are awarded the 2012 Lilly Grant
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11/04 Knesi Steele

11/05 Bill Blackburn

11/06 Larry Yarbrough

11/09 Terence Blain

11/18 Ben Shoaf

11/20 Carolyn Utech

11/21 Martha Fry

11/23 Anne Shafer

11/24 Christine O’Connor

11/24 Dick Kohl

11/25 Clare Tallon Ruen

11/26 Alexis Owen

11/28 Jason Brunger

Grace Book Group on Sunday, 
November 18

Grace’s next book group will 
meet on Sunday, November 
18th, from 3:00 – 5:00 p.m. at 
the home of Bill & Jan Black-
burn, 1321 Monroe, Evanston, 
847/475-8022.  We will discuss 
Unbroken: A World War II Story 
of Survival, Resilience & Re-
demption by Laura Hillenbrand.  
All are welcome to join us for 
conversation and delicious food 
provided by our hostess, Jan.

Our next meeting will be held in 
January 2013 at an exact date 
and place to be determined on 
November 18th. One possible 
book for that date is The Art of 
Fielding by Chad Harbach.  

FALL WORKDAY

Leaves are falling and it is time 
to spruce up the grounds and 
also clean gutters and roof drains 
to prevent leaf blockage which 
can result in damaging leaks 
inside. Also, a few experienced 
people are needed who could 
help caulk sanctuary windows 
(inside) to limit drafts and heat 
loss. 

Please join us on Saturday, 
November 3rd from 9am to 12 
Noon. Refreshments will be 
provided. Questions? Email Jan 
Blackburn- blackburn.b.j@att.
net.

Future Harbinger deadline:  

Dec. issue: November 14

BUDGET MEETING and  
POTLUCK:

Saturday, December 9th: Annual 
Church Budget Potluck in the Fel-
lowship Hall after worship.

Please mark your calendars and 
come for a special look forward 
at and congregational vote on 
next year's budget!

Rev. Jen Rude  - The Night Ministry
I came to The Night Ministry as a CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) 
summer intern while I was in seminary in Berkeley, CA.  I have cho-
sen The Night Ministry as a ministry site because it seemed like an 
exciting ministry and “something I’d never really do.”  And then I 
fell in love with the people who came to The Night Ministry and 
found it was absolutely something I wanted to and felt called to 
do.  That was almost 8 years ago. 

Currently I serve as part of the Youth Outreach Team.  We work 
with youth and young adults in the Lakeview/Boystown neigh-
borhood who are experiencing homelessness and/or are LGBTQ 
youth (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer), of which there 
is a lot of overlap.  In our twice weekly, year-round, outdoor out-
reach events on the street we pull up to our street corner in a blue 
van with waving rainbow and interfaith flags.  We partner with 
churches and synagogues who bring food, we pass out hygiene 
supplies, provide free HIV testing, do voter registration, celebrate 
holidays and festivals, do a lot of listening and pastoral care, offer 
referrals to other services, dance, jump rope, laugh, cry, hug, and 
be community together.  

I also work with our youth leadership team, supporting young 
people in developing leadership skills and personal development 
as they serve as youth-staff at our outreach van.  It’s amazing to 
watch young people grow in skill and confidence as they lead 
workshops for their peers, develop activities for the van, engage 
and educate our volunteers, and give back to their community.  
Some of the young people who have been a part of this team are 
now working at The Night Ministry and other partner agencies!

Other parts of The Night Ministry include four shelter programs 
for youth and a Health Outreach Bus with an exam room in the 
back that travels to neighborhoods all over Chicago on a regular 
schedule providing basic healthcare in addition to the other ser-
vices we provide at the outreach van.  

For more information, check out our website:  www.thenightmin-
istry.org 

The Night Ministry’s Mission Statement:

The Night Ministry compassionately provides housing, health care, 
outreach, spiritual care, and social services to adults and youth 
who struggle with homelessness, poverty and loneliness.  We ac-
cept individuals as they are and offer support as they seek to im-
prove their lives. We invite others to join this hope-filled work.
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Nov 4th 
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister ............................................ Megan Sawyer

Lector ....................................................................Ginny Ayers 

Acolyte ...........................................................Zora Tallon Ruen 

Ushers ................ Russ Kohnken, Nate Brown and Chuck Hewitt 

Coffee Hour......................................Helen and Larry Yarbrough

Altar Care ............................................. Yarbrough and Sullivan

Nursery ................................................................. Nina Alvarez

Flowers .................................................................Ann Stevens

Nov 11th 
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister .................................................. Kim Brown 

Lector ......................................................................... Les Inch

Acolyte .............................................................. Cecilia Galicia

Ushers ........................................ Jan Blackburn and Bob Shoaf

Coffee Hour................. Nancy Schubert and Dorothy Nagelbach

Altar Care ............................................. Yarbrough and Sullivan

Nursery .................................................................Deb Mitchell

Flowers .................................................................Ann Stevens

Nov 18th 
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister .................................................. Paul Bailey

Lector ..............................................................Larry Yarbrough

Acolyte .............................................................. David Thacker

Ushers .................Jan Blackburn, Cecilia Galicia and Bob Shoaf

Coffee Hour................................................. Ron and Sue Graef

Altar Care .................................................... Keifert and Kosnik

Nursery ................................................................ Dee Johnson

Flowers .......................................................Dorothy Nagelbach

Nov 25th 
Preaching ................................................... Pastor Daniel Ruen

Assisting Minister ............................................... Connie Wood

Lector ...................................................................Brian Vinson

Acolyte ..............................................................Faloside Tawio 

Ushers ..................................... Sydell Reeves and Ann Stevens

Coffee Hour..................................... Karla Daye and Clare Ruen

Altar Care .................................................... Keifert and Kosnik

Nursery .................................................................Ann Stevens

Flowers .......................................................Dorothy Nagelbach

NOVEMBER WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Worship Notes
ADVENT 2012 THEME:   “What Are We Waiting For?”

FOR:  Grace members and friends of all ages

WHEN:   3 Wednesday evenings, December 5th, 12th and 19th

WEDNESDAY EVENING SCHEDULE:

6:30 p.m.  Simple Meal in the Fellowship Hall

7:00 p.m.  Adult Study/Conversation and 
Learning activities for children

7:45 p.m.  Worship (multi-generational)

ANNUAL CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM:  
Sunday, December 23rd during worship

CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES:  
Monday, December 24th

Pre-Service Special Music at 7:00pm

CHRISTMAS MORNING EUCHARIST:  
Tuesday, December 25th at 10:00am

As always, I look forward to greeting you at the Welcome Table 
every Sunday at Grace!

Pastor Daniel

Recent Courage Fund Disbursements
The Courage Fund continues to receive and send out funds as we 
continue our congregational drive to raise and distribute $75,000 
by December of 2013.  The Courage Fund and Council has ap-
proved recent distributions to:

• Foundation for Children in Need - $500.00

• ELCA -Syria Relief Fund - $1,000.00

• The Night Ministry - $500.00

• ELM / Extraordinary Lutheran Ministries - $500.00

• The Radical Christian Life conference - $650.00  Any proceeds 
from the conference will go back into the Courage Fund; the 
fund will also help support those who would like to attend the 
conference but cannot afford the $25 donation.

• Interfaith Hospitality Center - $500.00

•  Evanston Day Care Action Annual Diaper Drive - $500.00

In addition, The Courage Fund would like to invite requests for 
another Seeds for the Harvest Campaign.  Please submit names 
of churches, organizations, or non-profits that you believe would 
benefit from a $100 check that encouraged them to help those in 
their ministry or area.  You can send these suggestions to Pastor 
Daniel at pd@graceevanston.org
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Grace sent eight of our members to this exciting and faith-filled event 
on Saturday, October 13th at Pullman Presbyterian Church on the 
South Side:  Ginny Ayers, PD, Claudia Perry, Bob and Gail Lamont, 
Mark Bowman, Amy Gillespie and Megan Sawyer.

More than 250 leaders from CRS member congregations across the 
Chicago metropolitan area gathered for CRS’s Annual Membership 
Assembly.  Leaders traveled from as far as Zion, Hinsdale, and Aurora 
representing United Church of Christ, Unitarian, Catholic, Lutheran, 
United Methodist, Baptist, and independent churches throughout 
the region.

Congregations came together for prayer, worship, and celebration. 
The John Purdy Sr. Memorial Leadership Award was presented to Fa-
ther Larry Dowling, the pastor of St Agatha Catholic Church for his 
extraordinary leadership in the High HOPES Campaign. The City on 
the Hill Award was presented to Kingdom Baptist Church, for its lead-
ership, turnout and support of all of CRS’s work. And finally, the Leg-
islative Lighthouse Award was presented to Chicago Alderman Wal-
ter Burnett for his leadership in moving the City Council to support 
the High HOPES Campaign. Congregations then voted to launch the 
Community Renewal Society 2012-2013 Platform for Renewal which 
included:

• A Fair Tax including a graduated income tax to fund education

• Preserving affordable and livable housing in Chicago by support-
ing the Chicago Housing Initiative Lease Up Campaign which calls 
on the CHA to rehab and fill the 20% of their units which are cur-
rently “offline” and empty.

• Providing Driver’s Licenses for Undocumented People to make our 
roads safer.

• Addressing Violence by identifying structural root causes of injus-
tice including in our schools, policing, community resources, and 
criminal justice policies and calling for certificates of handgun reg-
istration, as in HB 5831, to stop straw buyers and keep guns out of 
the wrong hands.

• Providing Jobs for People with Felony Records through the FORCE 
Projects campaigns for the Illinois Sealing Bill, HB 5723, and call-
ing on large employers to end employment discrimination against 
people with criminal records.

Congregations committed to hold more than 30 legislative meetings, 
sign more than 3,000 postcards for jobs for people with criminal re-
cords, and collect more than 5,000 signatures for sensible gun laws 
before the end of 2012.

Additionally, congregational leaders attended one of three training 
sessions: holding house meetings to strengthen your congregation 
and engage with your community; passing legislation through the 
Illinois General Assembly; and understanding the fair tax.

At the end of the morning, after rousing prayer, song, and call to ac-
tion, congregational leaders returned to their churches energized, 
empowered, and ready to take action. Please speak with Pastor Daniel 
to get involved in our meetings with Robyn Gabel and/or Daniel Biss 
or to find out more about the individual issue teams moving forward.

Community Renewal Society’s  Annual Membership Assembly

Earlier this year, the Grace council was informed that 
we had received a bequest from the May Trust. Pastor 
Edward May was affiliated with Grace for many years, 
and we were honored to receive this unrestricted gift 
of $12,000.00. The Council recently voted to split the 
bequest into operations needs and property improve-

ments. The first property improvement to be sponsored by Pastor May’s 
gift will be to repair the west side window sills of the sanctuary. 

Please see below for the thank you letter sent to the May Trust’s counsel, 
Tim Nay, which includes a delightful story from our own Rachel Stark-
Inch.

Tim Nay 
River Park Plaza, 6500 SW Macadam Ave. 
Portland, Oregon 97239-3565

Dear Mr. Nay,

On behalf of the congregation of Grace Lutheran Church, I thank you 
for sending the very generous bequest from the May Trust. We will 
use this gift to further the ministry that Pastor May encouraged and 
supported. If you might pass this letter on to any family members that 
you think may appreciate it, please do so.

We have an interesting connection that one of our members, Rachel 
Stark-Inch, recently highlighted. Rachel was active in the Walther 
League in 1968. She organized a ‘Hike for the Hungry’ with her youth 
group in Oklahoma. She later became a staffer for Walther League 
and then became involved with MayaWorks, where she now serves 
on the board of directors.

From Rachel:

“When Pastor May was the Executive Director of Wheatridge in l968, 
I believe the May family lived in Evanston and attended Grace. Wal-
ther League was focusing on the issue of the Hunger chain. They had 
started the ‘Hikes for the Hungry,’ in which thousands of youth groups 
across the country organized hikes where sponsors paid the youth a 
certain amount per mile, to raise money to fight hunger. 

Walther League and Wheatridge shared the same office building at 
875 N. Dearborn in Chicago.  One day Pastor May handed a brochure 
about the Behrhorst Clinic in Guatemala to Patricia Krause, an execu-
tive at Walther League, saying, ‘you might be interested in this.’

So Pat investigated it further and the Behrhorst Clinic became the 
recipient of the Hikes for the Hungry.

And as Pat went to Guatemala and visited the Behrhorst Clinic more 
and more often, she became aware of the plight and poverty of the 
women weavers, many of them widows from the Civil War. She be-
gan to bring their beautiful weavings back to the U.S.  And from that, 
MayaWorks began.

What a joy it is to witness how Pastor May’s seed of faith inspired 
a young daughter of the church like Rachel. She has grown into an 
outspoken and faithful leader who serves on the board of a fruitful 
organization like MayaWorks, one directly informed by Pastor May’s 
discipleship.  

God Bless Pastor May’s memory, his years of service and his gener-
osity.  We are honored to have been a part of it, to have received it, 
and to continue living his dream as disciples of Jesus.

The Peace and Joy of Christ 

Pastor Daniel Ruen, Grace Lutheran Church

May Bequest Letter



GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HARBINGER

CROP Hunger Walk Success
The weather made it the only soaking-wet Walk in some 16 years, 
but spirits weren’t dampened.  We had a rousing opening session 
in the Sanctuary of Second Baptist Church, with the SBC Choir 
leading “This Little Light of Mine”, and with lots of cheering for the 
participating church and synagogue groups.  Lutheran turnout 
was admirable!

At least 290 Walkers got as far as the first counting station. Nearly 
100 more volunteers served as rest stop attendants, registrars, 
crossing assistants, and ushers/ guides.  Many brave and ener-
getic folks finished the route and returned to SBC, although the 
tornado alert changed a few minds about walking 5K.

But, the goal is to raise funds for hungry people, and that surely 
worked well!  On Sunday, October 14, the North Shore CROP Hun-
ger Walk had raised $25,000 in hand that evening and another 
$10,000+ on-line.  This amount will increase before this Harbinger 
is issued.

Grace’s CROP Walk team members are Clare, Daniel, Isaac and Zora 
Ruen, Chloe Martinez, Anne Laurence, Gail and Bob Lamont, John 
Pedersen, Martha Fry,  Sue and Ron Graef, Lisa Kosnik and Rools 
Jean.  Together our Grace Team raised over $1910! Individual “ TOP 
Earners” at Grace are Sue and Ron Graef, John Pedersen, and Gail 
and Bob Lamont.

Four more Grace members stood their ground in the rain and 
wind. Marilyn Mason, Claudia Perry, Dominique and Marjorie Bap-
tiste served as crossing safety assistants to guard Walkers at inter-
sections along the route.  Jarrod Gaither and Lisa were indispens-
able to our effort, doing their part for weeks at Grace managing 
the sign-ups and incoming contributions.  Thank you to everyone 
who sponsored our Grace Walkers!  We all are working together to 
End Hunger One Step at a Time.  Thanks!

Grace Gift to The Rev. Randy Lee’s Church
A $500.00 gift to honor the memory of one of Grace’s former pas-
tors, the Rev. Randall Lee, was approved by the Grace Council.  It 
will be sent to First English Lutheran Church in Wisconsin Rapids 
and applied to their organ fund.

Christmas Evergreens sale benefits the  
Chicago Uptown Ministry.

Thank you to everyone who ordered Christmas greenery and sup-
ported Grace’s holiday fundraiser for the Uptown Ministry.    We 
expect the shipment of fresh, fragrant evergreen decorations to 
arrive at Grace just after Thanksgiving.  You’ll receive a call to let 
you know when you can pick up your order at church.

Many thanks to Lilia and DeeAnn Johnson and to Julia Shoaf and 
Martha Fry for making the colorful Christmas display boards for 

this project.  Thanks also to DeeAnn and 
Nate Johnson for managing the order 
forms and collections, and to Chloe Mar-
tinez for her help from the office.

This fundraiser started in 1986 to support 
the nursing home ministry of the Rever-
end Doctor Marianka Fousek at the Chica-

go Uptown Ministry.  Under the direction of Ann Stevens, this sale 
originally was a project of the Hannah Circle, one of six Women’s 
Circles at Grace at the time.  Reverend Fousek visited many in the 
Uptown homes who had no other family available,  and helped 
observe birthdays and other special occasions with them.

Though the programs changed over the years, the Chicago Up-
town Ministry still is the recipient of this special year-end gift, 
made possible by the participation of so many Grace members 
and friends who order the wreaths, garlands and centerpieces.  
Some Grace folks have ordered each and every year since the 
start.  Thanks to everyone for your generosity in the 2012 project.

EMPTY BOWLS at OAKTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, beginning at 10:30 a.m.
1600 East Golf Road, Des Plaines, IL

For a donation of $12, participants select a distinctive handcrafted 
bowl that is theirs to keep and receive a simple meal of soup and 
bread as a reminder that “someone’s bowl is always empty.” The 
event includes a raffle drawing for ceramic artworks and a silent 
auction for select pieces of sculpture and jewelry. All proceeds 
benefit local food charities. More than 1,200 bowls were sold at 
last year’s event, which raised more than $40,000 for local food 
pantries.

Sponsored by the Ceramics Club at Oakton, Empty Bowls is a non-
profit, global movement that has raised millions of dollars for food 
banks, soup kitchens and other meal programs. Entertainment 
will be provided by Patchouli (www.patchouli.net), an acoustic 
duo whose songs about harmony and healing inspire the human 
spirit.
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Elizabeth Bowman, daughter of Music Director, Mark, writes:

Hundreds of bored and restless students gathered in the seats of audi-
torium for indoor recess at Healy Elementary School.  After hearing a 
dozen variations on the question, “Ms. Bowman, what are we supposed 
to do?” an indignant fourth grade girl folded her arms and announced, 
“We are going on strike!”  I smiled, remembering the times my sisters 
and I used that phrase when our conditions seemed insufferable.  We 
were children of union workers in Cleveland.  We knew a labor strike 
was a force for solidarity and change.  As a parent and new teacher, I 
went on a real strike with Chicago Teachers’ Union (CTU) to fight for 
justice in public education.

In the past decade, our leaders have been implementing major chang-
es to public education – many of which deserve public scrutiny.  Charter 
schools have been proposed as the solution to many problems in urban 
schools.  However, there is little research that bears this out.  As new 
policies take hold, we are slowly seeing public education 
shifting toward a privatized model.  When the Chicago 
Board of Education is largely staffed with business people, 
it isn’t surprising that it would favor a business model.  As 
educators, though, we must stop and ask if turning public 
education over to the free market is what we want for our children.  Are 
competition and choice the underlying principles we want for the man-
agement of our public schools? 

For me, the CTU strike was a call to stop and consider this question 
along with other inequities in Chicago Public Schools.  Many schools 
in our district lack libraries and arts programs.  Many more don’t have 
adequate counselors and social workers, even when violence, poverty, 
and homelessness interfere with student learning.  Federal policies rate 
school success on how they raise test scores, not how well they provide 
for children’s academic and social well-being.  Legally, teachers cannot 
strike for these issues; however, these were the issues on the hearts 
(and signs) of those I met at rallies and on the picket lines.  For these 
reasons, I am grateful we had the opportunity to stop and call attention 
to public schools for one (highly inconvenient) week. 

Part of spiritual life is regularly stopping to consider how our daily lives 
are aligning with our spiritual values and priorities.  We don’t have 
enough of these opportunities as democratic citizens.  For me, the CTU 
strike was an opportunity to stop and publicly examine the alignment 
of our values with educational policy.  The challenge now is how to 
keep up the struggle for truly equitable public education and not let 
the chants fade into the background of our busy lives.

Taina, Pastor Raquel Rodriguez’ niece, writes:

I must have checked my phone for texts, emails or missed calls from 
colleagues hundreds of times and then it happened.  On NBC there was 
a break in the show and out came Karen Lewis to announce what I had 
been dreading...the Chicago’s Teacher’s Union was going on strike.  I 
was going on strike! 

I turned to my husband who was born and raised in the Dominican Re-
public and not familiar with labor unions; we looked at each other in 
disbelief.  “So what does that mean?!” he asked.  Before I could answer 
my phone began exploding with messages riddled with instructions to 

Contemplations on the CPS Teachers Walkout

wear red and report to our school, Henry D. Lloyd Elementary School 
in the Brighton Park neighborhood at 6:30 am.  I just shook my head in 
disbelief.  Was this really happening?! 

As a school counselor and parent of children in the Chicago Public 
Schools, I was truly torn.  I understood why we were on strike and what 
we were asking for, but with each day I became more anxious and wor-
ried about how long the strike would last for my children and the fi-
nancial burden it was causing my family both immediate as well as my 
mother, a school teacher forced to retire after her recurrence of cancer 
and whose income I supplement as her primary caretaker.

  Throughout the strike I am pleased to have had the opportunity to get 
to know my colleagues both new and veterans.  Many of us collaborat-
ed on ideas and strategies to implement once we returned to work; we 
recognized the ambiguity of the role of an elementary school counselor 
continued to be blurred.  The wording in the tentative agreement cites 

an Act from Washington, D.C. from 1960 indicating among 
other things that one school counselor per 650 students 
was acceptable, while the American School Counselor As-
sociation (ASCA) indicates the ratio should be 1:350.  MY 
reality has always been 1:1,300 students, and that’s just the 

tip of the iceberg.  But was I ready to hold out until this was changed?

The view that the strike was only for a salary raise is one of the major 
misconceptions about the walkout.  It was the only legal reason to justi-
fy a strike; how sad that the media ran with that concept, making teach-
ers, paraprofessionals support/teacher’s aides or assistants and clinical 
staff look like money hungry shallow individuals when for the majority 
of my colleagues that couldn’t be further from the truth.  The amount 
of money that most spend for school supplies, clothes, gifts and more 
for their students constitutes a major personal investment, done out of 
our selfless love and compassion for our students and families that was 
never mentioned by the media.  

Many know about the large class sizes, lack of resources and materials,  
but from my experience as a counselor for the past 10 years at CPS, 
we have a strong need to provide wraparound services and support for 
many students, including the 1,350 I currently serve.   In addition, I also 
act as a nurse since our nurse is only at our school 1.5 days a week; as 
well as acting as a social worker since our social worker is only allocated 
2 days a week at our school.  I am also in charge of a special education 
caseload of 186 students, and am expected to ensure that we are in 
legal compliance.  I also lead a group of six special education teachers 
and nine clinicians, none of which falls under the role description of a 
school counselor in districts other than CPS; I am still responsible to 
implement a comprehensive guidance program focusing on the social/
emotional learning needs of 1,350 students.  Although none of these 
issues are items that justify a strike, they were brought to the negoti-
ating table under the salary increase point that is in fact an item that 
would support a strike.  For the first time, these items were discussed 
and certain provisions in the new agreement were reached as a result 
of the strike.

I will not soon forget the community, fellowship and bond we shared 
those seven work days.  An unexpected team building experience for 
sure, but one I hope not to have to experience again for a LONG time! 
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MAYAWORKS SALE OFFERS  
NEW PRODUCTS

The annual MayaWorks sale will be Sun-
day, December 2nd.  MayaWorks inter-
weaves the lives of women in Guatemala 
and the United States by finding markets 
for the work of talented Mayan artisans.  

In addition to the beautiful handmade 
products made by Guatemalan Mayan 
artisans, we have many new products for 
your Christmas gifts. 

• Cotton scarves in pink, coral, green, 
blue, and purple

• Multi-strand necklaces in blue, purple, 
coral, green, and silver

• Mayan Beaded infinity bracelet in blue, 
coral, and green

• Mayan beaded swirl earrings in multi-
color, purple, and black

• Jewel bracelet with magnetic clasp

 • Small pine needle baskets

• Clutch bags, crochet bags, iPod cases, 
leather key rings

• New Christmas ornaments:  Humming-
bird, peace dove, polar bear, and Quet-
zal Bird

MayaWorks provides scholarships to Ma-
yan girls and offers micro-loans to artisans 
for new business ventures they are start-
ing.  If you do not wish to purchase a prod-
uct, you can make a scholarship donation 
in your name.  

Honor the deepest meaning of Christmas 
this year.  Please your family and friends 
and at the same time contribute to peace 
and justice in our world.  

I will also need volunteers to help me set 
up, advertise,  and run the sale.  Please 
contact me at 773-728-6768 (home), or 
847-373-4587 (cell) or at starkinch@aol.
com.   Rachel Stark Inch
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Grace Lutheran invites you to join us for 
a webcast/workshop connected with 
Trinity Institute’s 42nd National 
Theological Conference, Radical 
Christian Life: Equipping Ourselves for 
Social Change. 
 
Joan Chittister, OSB, will lead a webcast 
conference that will offer tools for 

making the vital connection between contemplation and social action. 

Through 2 plenary addresses and 3 creative work sessions, the webcast/conference 
will explore questions such as:  

• How can our Christian traditions of social justice and contemplation energize our 
communities as forces for positive change in the world around us?  

• What practices help us to discern where we are called to engage?  

• Where may we find sources of creativity and resilience within our tradition?  

• How can we work in partnership with those of other faiths and no faith as we follow 
God’s call? 
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November Calendar
Every Sunday 10:45 Worship followed by coffee hour

  Sunday School During Worship

Nov 3  Fall Clean-up

Nov 10 Workshop: “Radical Christian Life: 
 Equipping Ourselves for Social Change”.

Nov 11 Renovation Celebration 

Nov 18 Pledge Sunday 
 Book Group

Grace Lutheran Church of Evanston
1430 South Blvd.  
Evanston, IL 60202
Voice: 847.475.2211
Fax: 847.869.9442

Grace Church Council
Les Inch, Chair,  

Jon Flaherty, Nathan Johnson, Danielle Keifert,  
Dorothy Nagelbach, Holly O’Connor, Laura Wally 

Find us at GraceEvanston.org


